
Prayer for November 3, 2020 (Election Day) Sisters of Charity of the Incarnate Word, San Antonio TX 
 

Opening Song: All Are Welcome (https://youtu.be/dFzf95czK28) 
 
Leader: Let us begin, 
   In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and  
   of the Holy Spirit. Amen, 
 
Leader:  The Lord reveals his glory to all nations. He is the source of all wisdom, peace, and 
justice. Blessed be God for ever.  
 
All: Blessed be God for ever.  
 
Introduction: 
  

Leader: We gather this evening in solidarity with other women’s religious congregations, 
to pray for peace in our country, for the safety of all poll workers, and the safety of those who 
are voting on this day. We pray with the confidence that God is present in all our decisions, and 
that each vote has been cast with a spirit of discernment. We rely on God, and others, to protect 
all of those who work on behalf of election processes, in the United States, and throughout the 
world. Let us enter into our prayer, knowing that God is with us, and hears our prayers. 
 
Opening Prayer: 
  

Leader: Almighty God, in Christ Jesus resides sovereignty over every nation, in every age. 
Direct us in the love of Christ, 
to care for the least of his brothers and sisters, 
that we may be subject to his dominion 
and receive the inheritance of your kingdom. 
 
Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever, and ever.  Amen. 

 
1st reading - Daniel 2:21 
 
Blessed is God’s name from age to age, 
for to God belongs wisdom and power! 
God changes the seasons and the times; 
God deposes on ruler and sets up another; 
God give wisdom to the wise, 
and knowledge to those who have discernment. 
God reveals all mysteries! 
God knows the things that dwell in the shadows; 
light has its dwelling with God. 
God, I give you thanks and praise, 
for you have given me wisdom and power! 
Now you have made know to me what we asked; 
you have given us the answer for the ruler. 
 
The Word of the Lord.  All: Thanks be to God. 

https://youtu.be/dFzf95czK28
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Sacred Silence 
 
2nd Reading: Psalm 128 
 
Blessed are you who reverence the beloved 
who walk in Love’s way! 
You radiate an inner joy 
and peace where’er you go; 
compassion draws you to 
the gates of those in need. 
 
Families and friends gather upon your doorstep; 
Children run to greet you with open arms. 
Yes, blessed are you who reverence the Beloved! 
 
Strangers feel at home in your presence; 
the oppressed are comforted by your support. 
Blessed indeed are you who reverence the Beloved! 
Peace is within you. 
 
Sacred Silence 
 
3rd reading – Matthew 22:15-21 
 
The Pharisees went off 
and plotted how they might entrap Jesus in speech. 
They sent their disciples to him, with the Herodians, saying, 
"Teacher, we know that you are a truthful man 
and that you teach the way of God in accordance with the truth. 
And you are not concerned with anyone's opinion, 
for you do not regard a person's status. 
Tell us, then, what is your opinion: 
Is it lawful to pay the census tax to Caesar or not?" 
Knowing their malice, Jesus said, 
"Why are you testing me, you hypocrites? 
Show me the coin that pays the census tax."  
Then they handed him the Roman coin. 
He said to them, "Whose image is this and whose inscription?" 
They replied, "Caesar's." 
At that he said to them, 
"Then repay to Caesar what belongs to Caesar 
and to God what belongs to God." 
 
The Gospel of the Lord.  All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sacred Silence 
 
Shared Reflection 
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Prayer Intentions: 
 
Leader: Confident that God hears our every prayer, we bring these, tonight: 
 
God of peace, we pray for the world and its leaders (pause): may all those in authority have the 
courage to walk the path of peace, we pray …  
 
R./: Hear our prayer. 
 
God of justice, we pray for our nation in this time of election and transition (pause): may we be 
gifted with a spirit of reverence for what is right, charity for those with whom we disagree, and 
concern for the common good, we pray …  
 
God of unity, we pray for all who serve in our national and local governments (pause): may they 
commit themselves to building a more perfect union, we pray …  
 
God of forgiveness: we pray for reconciliation among families and friends (pause): may we learn 
to love each other and celebrate our differences, and may we focus fully on the work that 
continues beyond this election - the work of building God’s beloved community, we pray … 
 
God of welcome, we pray for those most affected by the choices we make – the poor, the outcast, 
the ill, the homeless, the hungry (pause): may they find welcome in our hearts and in our 
country, we pray …  
 
Pause 
 
We gather all of our prayers, spoken and unspoken, into the prayer that Jesus taught us: 
 
 Our Father …. 
 
Closing Prayer 
 

Leader: Good and gracious God, 
in whose mind lies every human heart and thought. 
Look with favor, we pray, 
on those who govern with authority over us,  
that throughout the whole world 
the prosperity of peoples, 
the assurance of peace, 
and the freedom of religion 
may through your gift be made secure.  
Through Christ our Lord.  All: Amen.  

 
Leader: May the Lord  bless us, protect us from all evil, 
   and bring us to everlasting life. All: Amen. 
 
Leader: Let us go in peace. All: Thank be to God! 
 


